by Dunne Norivuki

As she touches the sacred
proaendd, artist Beth Ames Swarlz
ull deels the warmth of fames
that have turped toazh (o heoome
the rarth

Fire omee plaved o eritical role
e Swartr work, o she burned
arnd et b popeer s partal the
creabive pravess The work
atteac ted mternatna ] attend v,
as evidenced b ler place i the
Soatmmal Muzewime of Amuerican
A, Sietheomian Instiiutmn,

o b Gire praovees= that craeatal
Facsnnnts Dol conn e heer <, ovmned 3
P = artg drsgcns cred that expn-
-ure b the Tumes lod “poisoned
her bl She watched s the
Tavmvee= burmesd teash, and she ful-
lowesd the warmith te the earth.

A Moving Pored of Halanee,
shovving throughout the summor
at the Wondbendpge Conflerenee
Center in Smeewmass Village, re-
et her work since 1982,

The series of seven paintings
incorporates precise lighting and
musie and the Eastern beliel in
chakras, & means of healing Tor
the body and soul based on seven
enerpy cenlers.

Swartz describes hersell as o
wpeker, a transformalive artist
whoer work reflects the sludy of
almost every major body of spir-
itwal theory,

A Moviag Pont of Balance re-
Nects spiritunl energies drawn
from rituals she. performed ol
seven sacred Indian sites
throughoul the American west
and Europe.

The series marks a signilicant
transition in her work as she
moved Trom paper b 7-Tool by 7-
foot eanvas and from abstract lo
ligurative.

The show is described as a
“multi-media arl experience Lo
liberate the mind and stimulale
the senses.” It most recently

Arlist Beth Ames Swartz of Sanla Fe kneels belore a  Center in Snowmass Village. Two ol the painlings
- Navajo medicine wheel, padl of "A Moving Poinl of included in the series of seven appear hehind her.
Balance,” showing al the Woodbridge Conlerer:ce , Frank Marlin pholo.

appoared in Son Dicgo. Enhanc-
ing Swartz' wurk is Uhe lyrical ab-
siract music of Frank Smith,
lighta that illuminole the druw-
ings and buthe the viewer in col-
org Lhat correspond Lo Lhe
chakras.

Swarly’ paintings surround a
Navajo medicine wheel crealed by
Nalive American healer David
Paladin. The viewer is o partici-
pant in nn slmosphere hlending
music, lighls, paintings wilh spir-
itual conneclions between the
viewer and the experience.

Swartz, b0, has traveled a jour-
ney marked by seclusion and con-

fusion. [ler arl over Lhe years
marks tronsfurmations she haj
encountered in hier search [yr con-
neclions wilh the past, hor role as
arligt, womna, wife and maolher
anid a part of the universe.

Tranaformalive url is not easily
deflined even by Swartz. It is, the
said, baged on a common hrearl
thal run: through the majur phi-
losophiea; Life is sacred.

In connecling Lhe past lo the
Tuture, the translormative art
moveroenl i on pllempl Lo ereale
a new language bulll on positive
messages lo describe v vision of
whal can be.

"A realily, lor instance, ia that
we are on Lhe brink ol nuclear dia-
naler. We ean kill ourselves 15
times aver,” snid Swarlz. “Bul the
vigion is disarmament and peace,
Lranquility and harmony. The in-
Leresting thing is Lhe creative pro-
cess iathe pulh of leasl resislance.
It'a like water in thal you [low
through ruther thon willing iL"”

That translormation will be the
subjecl of a paychosynlhesia
workshop on Salurday, June 28,
ot the Woodlbridge. Swartz will
work with Penelope Young,
founder o the San Diegu Cenler
for Paychosynthesis.

Younpg has antegrated
psychosynthesis | Gestalt,
Reichian and Tanaly =vstem-
therapy tadevelop i healimg ol
ing medhad

“Is a Gorm of awareness (raone
g thint helps you <laft voure oon.
sepmpsness o way thal you lieel
Ffr[]r"“'l'l "--I'!I_IllI rl-nh'n'l'nl‘-'; Yiangl !
own commection to <omad looe Tae
por than the budy,” <l Saanns

As Swarte” work infeprate - b
sparituality with her art, 1he
gue=tion hos evalved s o whiae
fhe eoee ool K sartest omy Ve L
fornating.

“We've started o grronp, A
(Arts for Cullural Transtorma-
tinn), an internativnal fellowship
ol artisls — musicians, wrilers,
sculplors, painters — hecouse-
there are many of us all over thee
world who share a vision that e
arls can play o crucial rele in the
Lransformation of the planet to-
ward prace and harmony.”

Swarlz realizes she runs the
risk of ridicule, ol heing viewed as
an outcast. For artists with vi-
sion, that is nothing new, and she
is willing Lo follow a path she sees
hefore her,

And with her art, she shares e
experiences of her journey  As
Martin Luther King Jr had o
dream and as DBob Dylan has g
message, Swarlz has a vision,

The crealive process is lies
song, her messope Lo those wl
will wilness with open mind nmil 2
shared commitmenl Lo peace anl
hormony, i

A Moving Point of Ralaner
showa Tuesday through Sunduy 0

“am Lo S prygand also B pm G 1 m

Friday through Sunday.

General mlinission is $5, 2 50
for teens and seniors. Children
under 12 are admitted Tor o
charge. Forinfurmatinn about the
shuw or workshop, lelephone 92
4131.



